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This is a quick and handy summary of the most relevant course information.

1 Introduction

The “Taxes in Europe” Database (TEDB) is a source of information about all main taxes in
revenue terms, including personal income taxes, corporate income taxes, value added taxes, EU
harmonised excise duties, the main social security contributions and other important taxes yielding
at least 0.1% of GDP. It is a freely accessible online database which provides harmonised and
comparable information on taxation in the EU Member States. The information is provided to
the European Commission by the Ministries of Finance of the EU Member States.

The learning objectives of this module are:

o Explain what the TEDB is;
e Explain in detail how the database works and how to use it for optimal results;
o Explain the benefits of the database.

2 The purpose and benefits of TEDB

The “Taxes in Europe” Database is visited tens of thousands of times per month by users from
all across Europe and beyond. The Simple Search and Advanced Search tools combined are
accessed around 13 000 times per month, whereas the VAT SOAP web service alone is accessed
on average 50 000 times per month.

Many searches pertain to VAT and excise duties, but also to regulatory information on direct
taxation and social security contributions. The users are both external and internal to the European
Commission.

What does TEDB offer?
TEDB offers three different search engines:

e a“Simple search’,
e an “Advanced search’;
e a “VAT search’.

It also offers:

e the SOAP web service, a software tool that entails machine to machine
communication allowing users to consult applicable tax rates in an automated way at any
given moment.

Benefits and impact for companies

e Accessibility
The fact that the database is freely accessible is an important feature for small and medium
sized companies who are directly impacted by EU legislation. SMEs can have access to
information for cross-border supplies of goods and services without having to purchase access to
expensive private databases. Researchers can pursue their academic interests without cost.
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o Efficiency
Before centralising in the TEDB, data collection and sharing was done individually for each type
of tax based on submissions from the Member States. This resulted in multiple and often
overlapping exchanges with national administrations. The centralisation ensures the high quality
of the data and an efficient data collection approach.

o Cost-effectiveness
Thanks to TEDB, the Directorate General for Taxes and Customs (DG TAXUD) centralises the
collection and dissemination of information about taxes. This avoids the duplication of work with
possible additional costs for national authorities and the European Commission.

e A unique service
TEDB provides a unique service with respect to the information on excise duty rates as concerns
energy, alcohol and tobacco. There is in fact no alternative excise duty database that provides
the same level of detail and comparable information with the complete coverage of all EU
Member States. Furthermore, without the TEDB many side projects would not be possible.

3 How to use TEDB

The “Taxes in Europe” Database can be accessed through your browser, without downloading and
installing any software. The address can be bookmarked in a browser.

ontact | English (en) v

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

European Commission > Taxation and Customs > Taxes in Europe Database v3

About us Online Databases Tenders & Grants FAQ Subscribe to newsflash What's new? Sitemap

HOmMe Pag
e e Home Page
Simple Search

Advanced Search
This database covers the main taxes in force in the EU Member States.

VAT Search .
s It contains information on around 650 taxes, as provided to the European Commission by the Ministries of Finance of
Notifications the EU Member States. Access free for all users.
New subscriptior The information can be found guickly and easily using the search tools below.

Disclaimer Please note there are still some limitations on VAT rates searches based on CN codes (for goods) and CPA
codes (for services),

All countries have filled the CN codes and all countries (except DE and HR) have filled the CPA codes. Some countries
(AT, BE, CZ, IT, MT, NL, PL, SE, SI) however have not completed all the codes for a small number of product categories
as you will notice within the VAT forms. A search for applicable VAT rates based on CN and/or CPA codes in
these specific countries and where the codes are missing, returns only the standard VAT rate of the
country concerned. We therefore advise to search by product category instead of CN/CPA codes for these countries.

For Northern Ireland, only goods (CN codes) are concerned

Simple Search
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Advanced Search
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Home Page

Simple Search

Advance d Search Please note that the advanced search engine does not operate on taxes prior to 01/01/2016. Older tax forms are
3 using a different format not suitable for the advanced search.

VAT Search

Notifications

New subscription

EECEE

Tax Type(s)

Country(ies) W
. EN =S
VAT Search
1. The third search engine for taxes available within TEDB is specific for Value Added
Taxes.

2. It provides the user with dedicated filters, which make it possible to filter rates by
Category, Combined Nomenclature code (CN) or Classification of Products by
Activity code (CPA).

3. That way, you can easily find whether reduced rates apply to specific goods or services
in a given country, and what exactly those rates are.

4. First, let's select one or more countries using this dropdown menu. This step is the same
in all three search engines, and it is always required.

5. We can then specify a date range using the “From” and “To” fields. By default, the “From”
field is empty and the “To” field is populated with today’s date. This configuration will
output the latest data.
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SOAP web service

The three search engines we examined are designed to be consulted manually in a way that is user-
friendly for human users.

The VAT-related information stored in the “Taxes in Europe” Database, however, can also be
accessed by machines in order to retrieve the data automatically, for example every few months.
This is the purpose of the SOAP web service.

Subscription

TEDB is updated regularly. Changes in the rates and in the other features of each tax are
reflected by TEDB.

But what if | am a trader and | need to be sure that | am always working with the most recent
information? TEDB includes a subscription service that enables users to receive email
notifications when the data in TEDB changes.

Legal Notice | Contact | English (en) V)i

m EUROPEAN COMMISSION

About us Online Databases Tenders & Grants FAQ Subscribe to newsflash What's new? Sitemap
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Home Page

Simple Search

Advanced Search New Subscription
VAT Search
This form allows to subscribe to an automated notification service, informing you about changes or updates in tax
information. To that end, you can select types of taxes and the geographical coverage you would like to monitor.

New subscription The notification service works as follows: The system will check for you on a weekly or monthly basis (depending on
m your choice in this form) whether there have been updates or changes to your choice of taxes. Should there have been
indeed changes or updates during this monitoring period (preceding week or month), then you will receive an email
informing you accordingly, with links to the respective tax information in the TEDB.

You can define as many notifications as you want - please note that for each tax type, you will need to prepare a
separate subscription.

Tax Type(s) hd
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Remember, this is a quick and handy summary of the most relevant course information.
Only the European Union legislation published in the Official Journal of the European Union is deemed
authentic. The Commission accepts no responsibility or liability whatsoever about the training.

2 European Union, 2021

Reuse of this document is allowed, provided appropriate credit is given and aqy cthanges are indicated (Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International license). For-any use or reproduction of elements.that are not.owned by
the EU, permission may need to-be sought directly.from the respective right holders,

All images © European.Union, untess otherwise stated —all rights reserved
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