
 

Takeaways of webinar 1: What changes for you? 
Emissions calculation explained 

• To calculate the CBAM obligation for imports of CBAM goods, CBAM declarants 
need to determine the following elements: 

o Embedded emissions, 
o Free allocation adjustment, 
o Deduction of carbon price paid in a third country, where relevant. 

• Embedded emissions can be reported based on actual values or default values: 
o Default values are determined for each CBAM good and per country of 

production and listed in Annex I to Commission Implementing Regulation 
(EU) 2025/2621 as regards the establishment of default values, 

o Actual values are determined in line with the methods set out in 
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2025/2547 as regards the 
methods for the calculation of emissions embedded in goods. 

• The free allocation adjustment is determined in line with the rules set out in the 
respective Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2025/2620 as regards the 
calculation of the free allocation adjustment to the number of CBAM certificates 
to be surrendered, using CBAM benchmarks contained in the Annex to the 
implementing act: 

o When reporting emissions based on default values, the CBAM benchmark 
that corresponds to the selected default value for embedded emissions 
needs to be chosen (note the production route indicators in Annex I for 
default values), 

o When reporting emissions based on actual values, the free allocation 
adjustment is calculated in line with the methods under point 3 of 
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2025/2620. A carbon price 
already effectively paid in a third country can be deducted from the CBAM 
obligation.  

• The Commission will provide an emission calculator on the CBAM website, which 
will allow CBAM declarants to estimate their CBAM obligation. 
 

 



 

Verification and accreditation  

• The authorised CBAM declarant (= importer or the indirect customs 
representative, depending on who includes their CBAM account number in the 
customs declaration) is responsible for submitting the CBAM declaration, for the 
first time by 30 September 2027, corresponding to CBAM imports from the 
previous year. The declarant may use actual verified emissions if they are 
available, or otherwise default values without any restriction. 

• Accreditation and verification are subject to strict oversight and governance from 
EU national accreditation bodies, the Commission and national competent 
authorities.  

• A verifier cannot issue a verification report unless they are duly accredited by the 
EU national accreditation body. The verification report will be issued in the CBAM 
Registry. Any verification report obtained from other entities or outside the CBAM 
Registry has no value for CBAM purposes.  

• EU national accreditation bodies are in the process of setting up accreditation for 
CBAM with the view to accredit the first CBAM verifiers by the end of the year 2026.  

• In the meantime, operators in third countries that have a business interest in 
offering actual verified emissions to their EU clients should start monitoring and 
calculating their CBAM emissions. They may also reach out informally to potential 
verifiers, in order to be ready for the verification of their emissions in early 2027. 
Operators should also create an EU Login Account at this link and register in the 
Operator’s portal of the CBAM Registry at this link to facilitate the process. 

 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas.
https://cbam.ec.europa.eu/o3cinstallation

